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the British Association, representatives of McGill University, Trinity
College, Cambridge, the Department of Scientific and Industrial
Research, the University of Manchester and of the Institution of
Electrical Engineers.
At Trinity College, Cambridge, a memorial service was held in the
Chapel at which the Master of Trinity, Sir J. J. Thomson, old friend
and guide, read the lessons.
In Moscow there was a gathering of scientific men to do honour to
the memory of Lord Rutherford. The chief address was given by Prof.
Peter E, L. Kapitza, now Director of the Institute of Physical Problems,
formerly Director of the Royal Society Mond Laboratory at Cambridge.
There is unusual interest in the obituary notice of Rutherford written
for the Institution of Electrical Engineers by his son-in4aw, Prof. R. H.
Fowler:
His untimely death at the early age of 66 removes from us the out-
standing experimental scientist of the age. For nearly forty years he
had directed a physical laboratory; first at McGill University, Montreal,
then in Manchester; and finally for eighteen years in Cambridge- For
almost the whole of that long period, coterminous with what Rutherford
himself described as the heroic age in physics, his laboratory, whichever
it might be, was the resort of physicists from all over the world, and
played the leading part in the development of our knowledge of atoms
and the atomic structure of matter*
Seldom can anyone have started his career at a moment more
auspicious, for Rutherford entered Cambridge as an advanced student
in 1895, within a year or two of the discoveries of X-rays by Rontgen,
of radio-activity by Becquerel, a*id of the electron by J. J* Thomson,
Seldom can anyone have been better endowed to grasp, or more
gloriously successful in exploiting, die opportunities that crowded fast
upon him.
Ideally equipped for directing a physical laboratory, he was capable
at once of intense sustained individual research, of suggesting and
inspiring with bis own fire cognate researches of others over a very
wide field, and, particularly in kter years, of organising the team work
required for elaborate attacks on many modern problems. His genial